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SUMMER PRAYER

On June 26, for the congregational prayer, I adapted a prayer by Macrina
Wiederkehr and Joyce Rupp in their book The Circle of Life: The Heart’s
Journey through the Seasons (2005, Sorin Books). This is the version that I
used in that worship service. ~ Lisa Enns
O breath of summer,
Come! Come with your warm winds.
Breathe on all within us that resists growth.
Temper our desire to be in control.
Raise up some wildness in us. O Come!
O fireflies of beautiful evenings,
Come! Come enchant us with your mystic dance.
Brighten our evening with your little lights.
Lead us away from day’s duties.
Lift our spirits into your carefree flight. O Come!
O gardens of plenty,
Come! Come bless us with your wealth.
Sustain us with your abundance.
Remind us of the world’s hunger.
Nudge us to give from our fullness. O Come!
O dazzling sun, come! Come with your golden rays.
Anoint us with your energizing beams.
Recharge us with your radiant vitality.
Refresh our overworked spirits. O Come!
O festivals, fireworks, feasts and fairs, come!
Come with bbqs, picnics and games.
Unite us in the common bond of our desire for joy.
Entertain us with the simple things of life.
Deepen our gratitude for all things good. O Come!
O long days of extended light, come!
Come with your wide expansive arms.
Open our eyes to the daily miracle of life.
Slip into our distracted hearts with every dawn.
Expand our ability to see beauty in our world. O Come!
O summer Word of God, come!
Come with your transforming breath.
Breathe on us until we are ripe with life.
Fire us — all of us — new grads, departing pastors, teachers in need of rest
— to be light for the world. Nourish us with your healing rays. O Come!
O source of Growth and Light, come!
Come encourage us to stretch toward light.
Warm us with your abiding presence.
Challenge our lethargic spirits.
Walk with us into the deep, green forests.
O Come!

CHARLESWOOD CHURCH SAYS FAREWELL
TO JEFF FRIESEN
Prayer for Jeff
Let us pray:
Elsie: Blessed are you, O God,
for you have created the wide and wonderful world
in which we live.
We praise you for your constant care, for those who
have trusted you in ages past, who journeyed in faith
to new lands of promise.
We trust that now you will hold Jeff securely in your
hands as he, too, follows your call to a new place.
Lisa: May he as well as Jess, Felix and Miles, take
with them hearts filled with your love and grace,
that those with whom they interact in new spaces
may see in them the face of Jesus Christ. Bless them that they may be a
blessing. Guide them as they navigate what will become a new normal,
and may they continue to grow in grace, in Spirit, and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

AN INTERVIEW WITH JEFF FRIESEN

Wendy Dueck

Jeff Friesen was hired as a youth minister in the summer of 2004. He
was newly married to Jess Klassen. He had graduated that spring with a
BA in music and a Bachelor of Theology from CMU. He joined pastor
John Braun, who together with Larry Kehler, served as his mentors. He
is leaving his position now, as co-pastor with Lisa Enns. Jeff graciously
answered my questions and shared some of his highlights along the way.
What surprises were there in the early years? What special times stood out?
There were so many great times with the youth. That first summer Jake &
Jean Rempel hosted a pool party at their home and Jeff first met many of
the church youth of the time. There were one-on-one times with many of
the youth, with times for the teens to share ideas and concerns.
Your job description has evolved over the years. How did you see this
reflected?
Jeff related that after further study he graduated with an MA in theological
studies. A highlight for him was his ordination to the ministry at our
church in 2012. After that he said he and John Braun worked as equals in
pastoral ministry, with Jeff still focusing on our church youth. Felix joined
their family in 2011 and we enjoyed the times when Jeff was telling the
children’s story and Felix could join his Dad.

You had one sabbatical year. Tell us about that. How did it broaden your
pastoral skills?
His main focus that year was a project to co-edit “Quest for Respect”, a
publication of Mennonite Church Canada’s Intotemech. As a family they
also travelled to The Netherlands, Slovenia, Bosnia, Herzegovina and
Croatia. Much of the time was spent with Chris and Rachel Huebner and
their family. Visiting churches there must have been a rich experience. The
following year, 2018, Jeff and Jess welcomed Miles to their family.
You are appreciated as a pastor who brought social justice issues to the
forefront at Charleswood. Tell us more?
Jeff shared that he had always had an interest in social justice from his
own youth and then learning more at CMU. With the “Idle No More”
movement he felt attention to these matters shifted. He chaired the
“Friends of Shoal Lake 40”. He and others from our congregation were
very happy the road to Shoal Lake was opened. He also has helped plan an
assembly held between MC Canada and a number of Indigenous church
communities. He said he wished this could happen again. He hopes the
matter of Indigenous land reparations, the idea that we as settlers pay
something forward to the Indigenous communities where we have settled.
What highlights of your time here at Charleswood are you especially
remembering?
“There are so many”, Jeff said. He values his personal times with many of the
youth. There were the youth “lockins” where again he and the teens got to
know one another in a deeper sense. He spoke of good times at numerous
winter retreats at Moose Lake. Reading this, many of the youth and young
adults will remember special times with Jeff that stood out for them.
Tell us about your new position with Mennonite Church Manitoba?
Jeff will be working half time as co-director of leadership ministries,
together with Karen Schellenberg. The conference sees this as a need to
develop and mentor future leaders for our churches. He will have an office
on Shaftesbury Road. He said he would like to explore also working in the
secular world, something he feels would be valuable to him. He shared
that he may well return to pastoral work in the future.
Jeff, we are sorry to be losing you, but we all very much wish you well in
these new endeavours!

JEFF’S FAREWELL CELEBRATION

Laura Thiessen

On Sunday, June 26 we had the chance to hear from and then celebrate
Jeff one last time. The church service itself included a celebration of some

of the younger members of our community, as
those finishing grade 6 (Maelle Kulik and Sparrow
Withawick) were presented with a Bible and a Bible
verse just for them. Next, those graduating from
high school (Caleb Neufeld, Sophia Lobe, Jonah
Huebner, Matthaeus Dyck, and Aaron Osario)
were “mugged,” and we got to hear a bit about their
futures. Jeff then did his final sermon as our pastor,
exploring his leaving with a musical metaphor: when
a song fades out, rather than a precise ending, we
can imagine that the song is continuing somewhere, even when we can’t
hear it anymore.
After our potluck, we continued our celebration of Jeff. Emceed by Jeremy
Wiebe and Laura Thiessen, the afternoon started with a creative game
of Jeffardy, hosted by Lisa Enns, Anita Epp, and Megan Klassen-Wiebe.
We were challenged with a variety of unusual questions and ended up
learning a lot about Jeff, including that he’s had to go to the hospital twice
for bicycle mishaps and that his favourite singer is Dolly Parton. The
program continued with tributes from Jeff ’s colleagues, including John
Braun, Anita Epp, Lisa Enns, and a message from Karen Schellenberg.
Finally, the youth and youth leaders, both past and present, had prepared
a song. Inspired by the musical “Rent,” Rachel Klassen Huebner rewrote
this hit, focusing on how long Jeff had been at Charleswood: “One million,
569 thousand minutes.” Seeing this huge choir was a beautiful visual
reminder of just how many lives Jeff has touched in his 17+ years here.
To close the event, Lisa Enns and Elsie Rempel, along with support from
all our voices, sent Jeff out with a blessing. While Jeff won’t be physically
leaving Winnipeg, it still felt like a somewhat sad farewell, as we were
able to reflect on and appreciate everything he gave to our Charleswood
community. Thank-you, Jeff!

CIRCLES OF RECONCILIATION

Rudy Friesen

In 2015 when the TRC Report came out, Dr. Raymond Currie, a retired
U of M Professor was so inspired by what he read that he determined to
do his part in promoting reconciliation. He dreamed of establishing circles
of reconciliation consisting of five Indigenous and five “settler” people
who would meet 10 times, get to know each other and talk about issues
relating to reconciliation. The goal was to start 100 circles in Manitoba.
Peter Peters and I were invited to coordinate one such circle. So in
2017–18 we invited Rosanne Kwan, River Woods and Carolyn EppFransen to join us and five Indigenous persons into a circle. We met once
a week for ten weeks and got to know each other. The stories we heard
from the Indigenous participants were heart wrenching. However, they
also expressed hope that their grandchildren would have a better life as

healing took place from the trauma of racism, colonialism and the effects
of the residential schools.
Manitoba has now seen more than 100 circles. Through Currie’s diligence
and work with Indigenous partners and volunteers this program has
spread to Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. Hundreds of people have
been impacted by this face to face experience, learning from each other
and walking the road of reconciliation together.
After seven years of directing and coordinating this work Currie, now 88,
has decided to retire. A retirement BBQ party was held for him on June 25
at 90 Sinclair St. His dedication and tireless work of reconciliation was
lauded by Board Members, fellow staff members and volunteers. His work
has inspired many others to seek ways of healing past wounds and living
as equals in this land we call Canada.

KEITH BRENNEMAN

October 16, 1968 – April 1, 2022
Keith Edward Brenneman was born on October 16, 1968 to Ralph and
Mildred Brenneman in Kitchener, ON and died on April 1, 2022 in
Winnipeg MB.
He attended Rockway Mennonite Collegiate in Ontario from grades
9-13. After completion of high school, he attended Canadian Mennonite
Bible College from 1987–1990 and graduated with a Bachelor of Church
Music. Upon accepting a position as Pastor of Youth
and Music Ministry at First Mennonite Church, he
moved to Saskatoon, SK where he reconnected with
Angela Ewert in the fall of 1990. With great joy,
they were married on July 20, 1991. They moved to
Abbotsford, BC where Keith attended The University
of British Columbia where he obtained a Bachelor
of Music and then University of the Fraser Valley for
Business Administration.
In 1995, Keith and Angela excitedly welcomed
Tristan Scott to their family followed by Morgan Jae
in 1998. That spring, they moved back to Saskatoon
and, in 2002, welcomed their youngest, Bronte
Danielle, into the family. Keith began his career
at St. John’s Music during this time in Saskatoon where he was quickly
promoted to Store Manager. They attended Nutana Park Mennonite
Church in Saskatoon where Keith was the Music Director for several
years.
In summer 2004, Keith and his family moved to Winnipeg to continue
Keith’s career at St. John’s Music when he was promoted to General
Manager. While working full time in this position, he also completed a

Masters of Business Administration from Athabasca University. Keith
made many close friends associated with the music industry and wider
arts community in Canada. He attended Charleswood Mennonite Church
in Winnipeg which provided him and his family with a large supportive
community and network of friends to surround them.
Keith will be missed by all his family and friends. He was pre-deceased by
his parents, Ralph Brenneman (February 2021) and Mildred Brenneman
(December 2021), and his father-in-law, Bill Ewert (April 2021).
He is survived by his wife of 31 years, Angela; his children, Tristan
(Nicole), Morgan (Jordan Nardai), and Bronte; his siblings, Sandy
Skirving (Rob), Fred Brenneman (Illana Perlman), and Janet Brenneman
(John Balsillie); his mother-in-law Leona Ewert; brother-in-law Patrick
Ewert (Erica), and sister-in-law Sheri Ewert (Andrew Wishart); and many
aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews.
Keith loved his family greatly. He was immensely proud of his children
for the people they have become and the lives they have built and are
building for themselves. He always spoke well of his wife and cared for her
always saying “Everything I do, I do it all for you.” He had a strong passion
for music that was performed well, and advocated for the importance
of music education. If he wasn’t spending a summer evening listening
to one of his favourite pieces (probably by Monteverdi), while enjoying
a carefully selected bottle of wine, then you could probably find Keith
tending to his yard and its many well-curated flowerbeds.
Some of Keith’s other hobbies included reading and regaling the tales of
Anthony Trollope; watching the Dallas Cowboys, Toronto Blue Jays (this
is their year!), or Winnipeg Jets; and selecting his favourite ingredients
from De Luca’s Specialty Foods to bring them home and cook fantastic
meals for his loved ones.
Keith was taken from this world much too early and will be greatly
missed, deeply grieved, and forever remembered.
Keith Edward Brenneman: A life full of love, laughter, and music.
A Memorial Service was held on Friday, April 8, 2022 at Bethel Mennonite
Church.
In memory of Keith, donations may be made to MCC Ukraine Emergency
Response or St. Boniface Hospital Foundation Cardia Care.
Our church family mourns Keith’s passing so suddenly, and at such a
young age. We remember his spirited and humorous announcements
regarding our finances, and his efforts to spur us on to greater donations.
Keith is deeply missed by Ang, his children, his family, and his many
friends.

WILHELM GUENTHER

June 5, 1940 – May 17, 2022

Wilhelm Guenther was born on June 5, 1940. Willy grew up as the
eldest sibling with a large family, and his parents, David P. Guenther and
Margaretha B. Funk Guenther, gave Willy 10 brothers and sisters.They
farmed together on the Mennonite Colony in the Chaco, Paraguay, first
in Neuanlage and then in Kronstal. Willy and Maria first met when he
was 27, through a chance encounter on the back of a
buggy. They were both riding home from their studies
in seminary and nursing school, and Maria asked if
Willy was on his way home to get married. When Willy
replied that he had recently become a “free agent,” and
was single, a spark was lit, and the rest is history. Their
relationship grew easily, and 3 months later they were
married, on March 19, 1967.
Willy and Maria’s first daughter, Luise, was born in Loma
Plata in 1968, and their second daughter Melanda was
born in Loma Plata in 1970. During the years living in
Asuncion, their family welcomed a foster daughter, Elsa,
for her teenage years. In 1978, Willy and Maria moved their family to
Winnipeg, Canada, to start a new life. They were later joined in Winnipeg
by many siblings from both sides of the family.
Willy was fluent in 6 languages, 3 of which he taught in high school in
Loma Plata — Latin, Spanish, and High German. Willy’s other fluent
languages include Low German, English (which he learned only once
arriving in Canada at age 38!), and Lengua (an indigenous dialect in
Paraguay). Willy was an academic, and his degrees include a Theology
degree from the seminary in Montevideo Uruguay, a teaching degree from
the University of Asuncion, and a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from
the University of Manitoba.
Willy was drawn to compassionate work, and was a chaplain at HSC for
15 years. Together, he and his wife Maria also worked in MCC’s Native
Ministries for 14 years. Throughout his life, Willy found meaning in
missionary and community work in indigenous populations, or in
faith-based work, both in Paraguay and Canada.
Willy loved gardening, sipping yerba mate with his wife, family barbecues,
and during his younger years, riding around on his red motorcycle. Willy
often said that watching his 3 grandchildren Joy, Alek, and Hannah grow
up, and spending time with his daughters Melanda and Luise, and son in
law Daniel, was his greatest source of joy. Willy was a dedicated husband,
father, and grandfather, and his family describes him as thoughtful,
generous, and very loving, in everything that he did. Willy was a quiet but
compelling leader in his family, and led by example, practicing patience,
forgiveness, and faith at every opportunity. Willy exemplified what it
means to be a kind and generous human being. Willy will be greatly

missed but he recently expressed that he is excited to join his wife Maria
in heaven. Willy, you leave big shoes to fill.
Psalm 18:28 NIV
I am unsure of my steps; the path is hidden and unknown; the journey
seems endless.
But You have promised to be a lamp for my feet, a light for my path.
Give me the strength to keep my lamp burning.
Turn my darkness into light.
Today. Tomorrow. Till the end of the age. Amen.
Willy was a quiet, gentle man, appreciated by many of the seniors in our
church. He is dearly missed by his family and friends.

WHERE AND HOW ARE WE LIVING INTO OUR
CHURCH VISION?

Elsie Rempel, Council Chair

The Grapevine Committee has been wondering about this and wanted a
report from council. The restrictions on our common life due to COVID
may make it feel like there has been a lag in the process of living into
the recommendations of the Visioning Working Group (Mark Wiehler
(chair), Nicolien Klassen-Wiebe, Janice Dueck, and Henry Dyck) and the
fine recommendations made by our Interim Pastor, Karen Schellenberg.
However, when one looks back at these reports, it becomes clear that
many recommendations have been, and continue to be worked on.
They are certainly guiding documents for the work within each of our
Commissions and in Church Council. Here’s what I have noticed in this
regard.
Guiding statements for our 2021 Vision are:
1. To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to worship God, and to serve
humanity through appropriate ministries in the context of a caring body
of believers. (CMC purpose statement)
2.God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and, by the power of the
Holy Spirit to grow as communities of grace, joy and peace so that God’s
healing and hope flow through us to the world. (Mennonite Church
Canada Vision Statement)
3. We celebrate and affirm all persons worshiping with us. Together we
seek to be a pilgrim community of mission, service, hospitality, grace,
healing, justice, peace and love. (Final part of CMC affirmation statement)
Our Visioning Report was organized under the topics of Peace and
Justice, Hospitality, Young Adults, Church Property, Worship.
Peace and Justice: Council has planned and led at least three events to
help build our skills for the consensus process and has implemented it
in its council and congregational meetings. As a result, I hope we are all
becoming more familiar with the process and feeling more ownership of the

congregational decisions. We also developed a proposal for Reconciliation
in the area of Indigenous Settler Relationships, and are collaborating with
other interested Mennonite Congregations in this regard.
Hospitality: A recommendation was for our fellowship committee to
create more intentional opportunities for fellowship with each other.
While we’ve talked about it in Council, circumstances have not permitted
this to happen so far. Our responses to and caution about spreading
COVID have limited our efforts in this regard.
Young Adults: We treasure the presence and viewpoints of all ages in
our congregation. Unfortunately, opportunities for inter-generational
engagement have been restricted due to COVID. In our efforts to involve
more people in worship leadership roles, we have called on young (as
well as older) adults and have been blessed by their service. By taking
environmental and Indigenous Settler relationships seriously, topics
younger (and older) adults have highlighted for us, we hope to have
shown that we care about them and issues that matter to them.
Church Property: Out of concern for reducing our environmental
footprint, many of the Sunday Seminars in 2021-2022 focused on
and heightened congregational awareness. As an outgrowth of one
session with Nelson Lee, a Mennonite from Vancouver who runs an
environmental consulting agency, our Property and Finance Commission
explored numerous options. We also consulted with our own Dave Epp,
who is also highly qualified in this regard. At this point, we are in the
process of getting drafty windows replaced and are exploring options to
improve our roof. The new, additional hot water tank is electrical rather
than gas powered. As recommended in the visioning work update, we did
have an August workday in 2021, but it was poorly attended. I hope more
will show up this August, as we once more get our building ready for a
new season.
Worship: The Mission and Service Committee has highlighted the work
of our charitable organizations on many Sundays in worship. Our Pastors,
in their comments before the offering, have become more deliberate in
nurturing a sense of grateful stewardship among us and making us more
aware for what our donations are being used. Council is spending more
time thinking about stewardship that emerges out of gratitude and faith.
An intentional focus on this is already on the agenda for September’s
Council meeting. Worship committee has been deliberate in shoulder
tapping more members to get involved in leading worship and preaching,
and we’re benefiting from heretofore hidden gifts coming to the fore.
There is much room for living into the vision we accepted in 2021. I
think our vision boils down to becoming a congregation that is in active
partnership with and empowered by Jesus in responding to our current
context. Council tries to lead in this matter, but growth on becoming a
more Christlike congregation depends on all of us.

NEW SIGNAGE ON CMC’S “FAMILY” WASHROOM

Linda Klassen for the Church Council

One of the discussion questions following Nicolien Klassen-Wiebe’s
excellent article in The Canadian Mennonite (‘God Didn’t Create You
Wrong’: Transgender Mennonites Share Experiences and Theology
Feb. 16, 2022) has stuck with us at Council: “How welcoming is your
congregation for people who do not fit the traditional norms? How could
your congregation be more supportive of gender-diverse people?”
We’re thankful that Charleswood Mennonite Church is a welcoming
church with a clear Affirmation Statement. Council felt one of the
concrete ways to express this welcome would be to change the signage on
our family washroom to designate it as a gender-neutral washroom. We
are in the process of getting a new sign that will show all of God’s people
they are welcome and that there is a gender-neutral bathroom for them to
use if that is their choice. And of course, families are still welcome to use it
as well.

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE

Elsie Rempel for the search committee

Our pastoral search committee consists of Joshua Fast, Tamara Petkau,
Elsie Rempel and Les Zacharias. We have used our considerable contacts
as well as Instagram and Facebook to advertise, and an ad with The
Canadian Mennonite is in the works.
The committe met once to acquaint ourselves with the task and
brainstorm about recruitment and will meet to consider two applicants in
late June. We had heard from three interested people and have received
the completed Ministerial Leadership information (MLI) form from two
of them. Unfortunately, the third applicant has temporarily withdrawn for
personal reasons. Michael Pahl, our Conference Minister, has encouraged
us by saying our congregation is a desirable ministry placement, and that
the less than full-time position does not seem to be a deterrent. I have met
with him for instructions on the desired process. Please pray for wisdom
and guidance as we move into the next stage of conversation with an
applicant.

LITTLE RAISINS…OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Wendy Dueck

YOUNG ADULT FOLLOW-UP
My apologies to the Fast family who were missed in last month’s report on
our young adults. Jacob Fast enjoys his work at Wallace & Wallace fencing
where he has been employed for the past four years.

Joshua Fast is studying to be a paramedic at Red River Polytech, while
working with Prairie Sky Roofing. He is representing our young adults on
the Pastoral search committee.
Adam Fast, the youngest, is apprenticing in carpentry, doing both
classroom and practical work, also at Red River.
VISITOR FROM UKRAINE
Ruth Dyck introduced us to Nataliya Venger, recently arrived from
Ukraine, when she visited our church recently. Ruth’s daughter, Aileen
Friesen, has known Nataliya from a number of years through her work
chairing the Plett Foundation (Mennonite Studies), at the University
of Winnipeg. Aileen has been able to arrange a position for her at the
university as a visiting scholar. The Ukrainian war has disrupted Nataliya’s
work at the Dnipro National University. Her adult daughter is working in
New York city and her husband has stayed behind to help where he can.
Nataliya is thankful for this opportunity.
MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE
Patrick Obonde was invited to give a presentation on the topic of
diversity at one of the morning worship services at the Mennonite
World Conference, July 5 to 10, in Indonesia. Unfortunately, he had visa
problems and was not able to travel. However he is pleased he will do his
presentation via Zoom. What an honor for Patrick..
NEW POSITION
Peter Peters is pleased to let us know that their son Dr. David Peters
has been appointed to the position of Dean, Faculty of Health, at York
University, Toronto, beginning in January 2023. David is leaving his
position at Johns Hopkins, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore
where he was chair and professor in International Health.
RECOGNITION FOR VAUGHN REMPEL SNIDER
Jake & Jean Rempel brought to my attention that their daughter Vaughn
was inducted into the Manitoba Organization of Disc Sports Hall of Fame
last October, 2021. She has served on their board and both started and
coached the Ultimate program at Westgate Collegiate. Vaughn attributes
her interest in volunteering to her mother, who modelled volunteering
when she was growing up!
BAPTISM
Jonah Huebner celebrated his baptism and church membership on
Sunday, June 12, with Jeff Friesen officiating. We participated together
in communion. Jonah spoke of putting his trust in God, as his future
unfolds. You have made a wise choice, Jonah. Welcome!
BIRTHDAY WISHES
Our oldest member, Mildred Schroeder, recently celebrated her 98th
birthday. Congratulations Mildred! What a milestone for such a lovely
lady.

NEW BANNER
Kathy Fast has created another stunning new banner for our church. The
title of the work is “The Church Scattered and Gathered”, reflecting our
current theme of exploring what the church looks like, elsewhere.

ONE MILLION, 569 THOUSAND MINUTES

Composed by the youth and Rachel Huebner
Farewell to Jeff (Seasons of Love — Rent)

One million, 569 thousand minutes. We actually sat down and did the
math.
One million, 569 thousand minutes. That’s how many minutes that you’ve
worked here.
In lock-ins
In pizza nights
In youth retreats
In cups of coffee
In mini golf
More pizza and
Youth council meetings after church.
One million, 569 thousand minutes. That’s like watching Groundhog Day
15,000 times.
We went to buy LPs
You filled out camp references
We listened to you preach
And had hot dogs around your fire
You fed us plastic hot dogs
and locked us in the crawl space
you’ll never have to shave again — to make us money
Remember to call!
Remember to call!
Remember to call!
Remember us.
We’ll remember you. (x4)
Send in your stories, reflections, news, etc. to Wendy
Dueck, Pat Turenne or Joel Rempel for the next issue
of The Grapevine
thegrapevine.cmc@gmail.com

